National Formulas Are Not
Answers To Globhal Probhlems

Times Call For An Environment
And Human-Friendly Agenda

|

1. Human community has entered a new era—the era of
Globalisation. Today, everyone has come to accept it as a living
fact—may he be having his own conception of it.

2. However, the flip side of this unprecedented historic
development has been the present ruling circles peculiar silence
over its significance. The UN and other international bodies have
so far remained unconcerned with this momentous event.
Though they have been often taking up less significant issues for
analysis and disposal. The only superpower, the US, and the
other 4 veto-wielding members of the security council have
interpreted globalisation in national terms.

3. Neither, there has been any serious public debate about the
nature of the new era—its whys and wherefores. Nor any attempt
has been made to review the balance sheet of the by-gone era of
nationalism—its pluses and minuses.

4. Obviously, without a realistic reappraisal of our past and a
proper understanding of our present, we are destined to commit
historic blunders in the days ahead.

5. Why there has been such a crucial lapse on our rulers’ part
when the entire human historical experience repeatedly underlines
the rationale of learning from the past and acting in accordance
with the present and also when we are rightly putting forth the
claim that humankind has entered a new knowledge-epoch. This
human slip does not seem to be fortuous. In fact, such a
discussion is, and was, not to the liking of the still dominating
national hawks. A public debate on the theory and practice of
nationalism and the genesis and demands of the newly emerged
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global order would have brought forth the irrelevance of the
national prescriptions and their protagonists to deal with the new
global realities. Obviously, the survival instinct of the on-going
national rulers, sensing the risk of losing their influence in the
emerging global order, sounded them to twist the real issue into an
abstract topic by using the 3rd millennium as an occasion to call
upon the people to face the new challenges by following the old
national formulas. Accordingly, the UN immediately organised a
3rd millennium summit (September, 2000) of the heads of nation-
states or national government leaders to echo the national
solutions to deal with the global issues. The international financial
institutions (like the IMF and the WB) and the world trade
organisation (WTQO) also highlighted the importance of the 3rd
millennium in their own nation-oriented ways without linking it with
the newly emerged historical process of globalisation and its
demands. Clearly, all these forces (i.e., the national rulers and the
existing international organisations) want humanity to continue
pursuing the old national track, while responding to the new global
agenda and its problems—thus preserving the domination of the
old national forces over the new global order.

]

6. Now when the human community has started moving on
the global path, it is first of all necessary that it looks back on its
immediate national past and sorts out what has been its positive
and negative heritage from that period. Here, the following
points, in our view, deserve consideration.

A

7. On the positive side, the national epoch (beginning from the
last quarter of the 18th century and lasting to-date) has made a
number of contributions.

8. In the scientific-technological sector, it had an unbroken
record of success stories in almost all the branches of science.
Beginning with Newtonian Mechanics (scientific study of motion
and force) and traversing through various phases to Plank’s
Quantum Mechanics, it did, stage by stage, bring a new
understanding to the human community.

9. In the political field, it replaced the theory of the divine right
of kings to rule by the theory of the peoples right to elect the
government of their choice. In practice, the liberal democracy
(mainly confined to the West European countries in the beginning)
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granted the people the right to vote, with each individual having
one vote. In its earlier phase, the women, slaves and poor were
debarred from the right to vote, but later, in the first part of the
20th century, the principle of universal franchise was accepted by
all national-states. It adopted the multi-party system wherein the
different parties contended among themselves, with each trying
to secure the maximum number of votes and seats.

10. In the first quarter of the 20th century, when the
communist democracy appeared on the scene, it opted for one-
party centralised rule.

11. In the economic domain, it has brought forth two
development concepts and their respective models—i.e., (a) the
Liberal development concept and model and (b) the Marxian
development concept and model. The former originated in the
later part of the 18th century and continues to work to-date,
while the latter appeared in the mid-19th century and worked
from the 1st to the last quarter of the 20th century. In our view,
both these development concepts and models are marked by
serious weaknesses.

12. Firstly, both of them present a one-aided understanding of
human nature. While the Liberal economics makes human self
interest as the only human incentive in every human faculty,
Marxian economics considers social interest as the be-all and
end-all of every human thought and action.

Both these concepts fail to perceive that Man, having been a
bio-social phenomenon, is characterised by a dual, bio-social
nature, and thus always bears a 2-sided motive, personal as well
as social, with one side always constituting the primary position
and the second in the complementary role. In short, the Liberal
economics ignores the social aspect of human nature, while the
Marxian economics refuses to notice the latter’s biological aspect.

Both these concepts did work in the development process of
their concerned nation-states, though their respective one-
sidedness did restrict their full utility.

13. Secondly, both of them provide a one-sided perception of
capital (i.e., accumulated wealth used in the process of
producing more wealth in various economic endeavours). The
Liberal economics regards that capital or profit is primarily the
outcome of capital investment, with labour and technology in the
subordinating role.

In contrast, the Marxian economics holds that capital is
produced only by labour. That is why the Marxian economics
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often calls capital as accumulated labour or surplus labour value.

Both these concepts fall to observe that capital is a product of
a 2-sided inter-action, That is, the inter-action between the
nature and the human forces (bringing into being new scientific
theories and technologies), on the one hand, and inter-action
between different human units in society (involving the factors of
labour and capital-owners}, on the other.

Thus, in simple terms, capital or profit is always created by
three economic factors, i.e., technology, labour and capital, with
each playing the primary role at a given time, with the other two
in the complementary role. For instance, in the beginning of the
production process, capital occupies the first place, but later on
in that very process, the role of technology and labour, in turn,
continues to come in the main position.

14. Thirdly, both the Liberal and the Marxian development
(signifying social welfare, prosperity, progress and justice) models
offer their respective one-sided goals or aims. While the Liberal
development model opts for profitability or productivity as its sole
aim, the Marxian development model singles out socialisation of
the means of production or the economic equity or social justice
as its only goal. The sustainability of a development model
demands that it should aim at a 2-sided objective, i.e., to promote
the environmental factor, on the one hand, and to develop the
human factor, on the other. These two factors constitute the life-
line of the human society and hence they be upheld as the two
top priorities of any development model. These two priorities can
be well served by practising and implementing a set of 5
principles, i.e., harmony between environmental and human
factors, economic equity (or social justice), productivity,
democracy and transparency, in carrying forward the
development process. But, both these models reject the safe-
guarding of environment and upholding of the democratic and
transparent norms in the development process. Further, while the
Liberal development model totally rejects the principle of equity or
social justice, the Marxian one fully ignores that of productivity.

15. Fourthly, both, the Liberal and the Marxian development
models hold one-sided opinion about the state and the market
institutions respectively. Liberal development model denies
assigning any significant role to the state except that of
regulating a fair competition among the owners of the capital and
partial competition tilted in favour of the owner of capital
between capital and labour (both mental and physical) and
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between sellers and buyers. It holds that market is the only
medium to correct all types of social distortions and thus to bring
social welfare, prosperity, progress and justice in society.

In contrast, the Marxian development model allots the central
role to the state in generating social welfare, prosperity, progress
and justice and refuses to give any importance to the market. In
fact, both the state and the market are highly essential social
institutions. While the state upholds and enforces the social
vision, objective and the law pertaining to social welfare,
prosperity, progress and justice, the market constitutes the
principal medium of exchange in society, extremely necessary for
the success of the development model.

16. Fifthly, both the Liberal and the Marxian development
models project one-sided theories to attain their respective
development objectives of social welfare, prosperity, progress
and justice. Whereas the ‘trickle down’ or economic equity or
social justice theory of the Liberal development model has, while
increasing the wealth of the rich and the upper layer of the middle
class, very much resulted in continuously increasing the
inequality between the rich and the poor, the Marxian theory of
the socialisation of the means of production has, while improving
the living standards of the poor and the deprived, caused serious
downslide in the quantity and the quality of production which
have gone in creating new difficulties for all sections of the
people, including the weaker sections.

17. In the sphere of culture, the national culture has been
characterised by more humanist values and less confrontationist
tendencies than its preceding feudal culture. However, it has still
been sufficiently aggressive and ruthless.

B

18. On the negative side, the national record has been so
much damaging as to neutralise its entire positive contribution.

The main national fault lay in causing serious ecological
imbalance by the use of anti-environmental technologies and the
production of greenhouse gases. The cost of environmental
destruction alone may be much more in terms of capital than the
total wealth created by the whole national spectrum during its
entire production process. Now the spectre of environmental
degradation looks the human community in the face.

19. In the case of national politics, nationalism has polluted its
party-led democracy by popularising and practising money and
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power-oriented political culture which has transformed its politics
into a game of opportunist politicians. Human rights violations,
minority discrimination, mafiaism, crime and lawlessness, etc.,
have remained the normal features in almost all nation-states.

20. In the matter of national economics, it has generated
unprecedented inequality between the haves and the have-nots,
widespread poverty and unemployment and rapid population
increase in all nation-states in general and the developing
countries in particular.

21. As to the national culture, it has bred a new type of
consumerist or commercial culture which magnifies the self-
interest and develops the love for money and power by fair means
or foul. To attain its objective of money and power, it has pursued
ruthless colonialism for nearly 200 years the world over and waged
two aggressive world wars in the first half of the 20th century.

22. From a perusal of the above-stated facts, it can be seen that
all the grave challenges facing the present-day world—i.e.,
environmental degradation, over-population, inequality, poverty,
unemployment, gender inequality, human rights violations,
minority discrimination, mafiaism, increasing crime, lawlessness,
etc.—have been a product of our outgoing national order and later
bequeathed to the newly-emerged global order. Obviously, the old
national order lacked the capacity to deal with them. And even
today they cannot be tackled through traditional national ways.

23. If we failed to observe the real nature and the exact cause
of our existing problems, we will be unable to respond to them
properly. This can, and will, lead us towards the misperceiving of
the true character of the newly-emerged process of globalisation.

[}

24. What is globalisation and what are its demands—this is
the fundamental question facing the whole human community
today. And the next move of humanity is entirely linked to the
solution to this question. While a realistic answer will open the
way forward, a wrong one will immobilise it.

25. Simply defined, globalisation denotes a phenomenon that
spreads worldwide. Applied to human society, it means that human
movement has became worldwide. Since movement implies a
change in space and time, it follows that there has occurred a
change in human spatial (of space) and temporal (of time) position.

26. The change in temporal position is obvious from the new
telecommunications, internet and electronic media systems

290| CoLLECTED WORKS OF R.P. SARAF, VoL. 11

which have made human mental interaction possible at the
speed of light. This facility has become common today. Some
three decades earlier, it was available to a privileged few and
before 20th century, it took months to make a mental contact.

27. The change in human spatial position is evident from the
fact that humans can now travel from one place to another at the
supersonic speed which was impossible some 30 years ago.

28. Obviously, the above-mentioned changes are the direct
outcome of the new scientific-technological inventions. Historical
experience shows that all crucial scientific-technological
changes have always been followed by the corresponding social
changes—transforming the whole way of human life, i.e., its way
of thinking, working and organising. This can be seen from a
whole series of historical facts, i.e., the emergence of nation-
states with their respective democratic politics, free market
economy and consumerist culture accompanying the industrial
scientific-technological revolution; the appearance of feudal
states with their respective feudal politics of ‘the divine right of
Kings to rule’, feudal economy and feudal culture following the
agricultural scientific-technological changes; the origin of tribal
society linked to the science and technology of pastoralism or
animal husbandry and that of clannish formation to the science
and technology of hunting and food-gathering.

29. A given science and technology is the result of human
inter-action with nature. From this inter-action, humans get their
understanding of the various processes of nature. This
understanding helps humans to appropriate the resources of
nature far their personal use. So, whatever the level of human
understanding of nature, such is the level of humans thinking,
doing and organising in order to maximise their appropriation of
nature. To make a joint human effort in the process of
appropriation, humankind builds his social system—an
arrangement consisting of a set of rules related to the human
appropriation, working and living or, in other words, a system of
mutual human inter-action within society.

v
30. Today, globalisation too represents a given stage of the
human perception of certain processes of nature, like energy,
materials, space, information, biology and so on. This new level
of human understanding too demands the restructuring (or
updating) of the old nation-state system.
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31. The restructuring of the old nation-state system involves
the following main points.

(@) A clear understanding of the present world reality, i.e., a
world of inter-dependent nations or a world of quasi-national and
quasi-international states.

(b) The need for a clear vision, i.e., the vision of one world.

(c) The fundamental principle of ‘one world vision’, to put the
people and the environment at the centre of global activity.
Approach towards people and environment be based on
scientific realism.

(d) A democratic global order: UN to be based on the
democratic principle of one nation-one vote; discarding of all
privileges, like veto powers; ensuring of a stable peace by
discarding the politics of super-powerism or hegemonism; and
resolving of all conflicts through talks.

(e) Politics: based on peoples empowerment.

() People and environment friendly development:
characterised by a 2-sided priority—people, on the one hand,
and environment, on the other—and based on the five principles
of environmental sustainability, equity, productivity, democracy
and transparency.

(g) Economics: oriented to peoples development and
environmental promotion instead of being geared to corporate
fundamentalism and state determinism.

(h) Culture: based on rational humanist thinking and
democratic behaviour.

() Security: to be ensured in all walks of life, especially the
livelihood security.

To Conclude

The only way to a social change or to set things right at any
social level resides in the awakening, involving and organising of
the people.
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A Pro-Nature And Pro-Human
Agriculture Alone Can Serve
Human Community

I. General Approach

The Front firmly upholds the outlook of scientific realism as its
guide to thought, action and organisation. Scientific realism
studies and interprets the universe and its various phenomena on
the basis of scientific facts.

Taking into account the various types of natural knowledge
known to science and understood by humankind so far, it can be
said that there is nothing absolute, final or deterministic in nature.
Everything is under constant change, even the law of change
itself or some other fundamental law of the universe, if any.
Obviously, scientific and social truths go on constantly changing.

On the basis of present available facts, we can say that nature
is a general process comprising of a multitude of diverse
processes which are in constant inter-action with one another
through alternating mutual unity and mutual struggle—qgiving rise
to continuous partial quantitative and qualitative changes in
every process and, at a critical point, leading to the
transformation of every process into another process (through
mutual unity or mutual struggle).

Applied to human society, scientific realism views human
society as one of the processes of nature which exists and
develops on the basis of two inter-connected inter-actions, i.e.,
between nature (denoting every natural process) and human
society (expressing both its collective and individual character),
on the one hand, and between different human groups as well as
individuals in human society, on the other. The understanding
attained through the first inter-action determines the way of
human thinking, working and organising, while that from the
other sorts out the human society’s collective response (i.e., the
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given human social system) and individual human responsibility
to uphold the parameters of the given human social system.

Il. Nature Of Our Social Era
And Its General Problems

Human Society, in terms of its history, has passed through
various historical stages (or social eras or epochs). So far, there
have been, as viewed from the angle of scientific realism, 5 such
historical stages (those of human herd, clan, tribe, agricultural-
religious community and nation). Now, humankind has entered its
6th social era, i.e., the era of globalisation. Globalisation denotes
that the human relations have become global. Just a little time
back, these relations were predominantly national. Though, the
nation-states are still continuing, they are (whether through
realistic perception or by the compulsion of reality) forced to
pursue the global path.

Globalisation today is confronted with two basic problems,
i.e., (i) environmental degradation as expressed by the qualitative
and the quantitative degeneration of all environmental resources,
such as, air (due to increase in greenhouse gases), water,
land, forests, bio-diversity, etc., and (i) wastage of human
potential as is obvious from the increasing human inequality,
poverty, unemployment, old and new diseases, one-sided
literacy system (which emphasises only personality-cult and
neglects social sensibility), inflation, black money, corruption,
crime, lawlessness etc.

lll. Basic Cause Of Two
Existing Global Problems

Whatever basic global problems and their by-products exist
today are the products of our continuing traditional development
model or models. These models have not suddenly come up
today but did, as shown by facts, emerge many decades ago
when the epoch of nation-states prevailed the world over and
when globalisation was an abstract notion.

The nation-state system has, during its about two centuries’
life-span, brought forth two development models—the Western
Liberal profit oriented development model and the Marxist State-
led development model. Though both of these models have
contributed in the social growth of human society, yet this growth
has been actually achieved at a tremendous cost, i.e., the
damage in terms of environmental and human decay. And,
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perhaps the total loss out-weighs the total gain.

IV. A Realistic Answer To
The Existing Global Problems

The preceding facts point out and the existing global reality of
the inter-dependence of nations suggests that the solution to our
ongoing basic problems (i.e., environmental degradation and the
wastage of human potential) rests with the restructuring of the
various nation-states into a new global system. Such a system
should, and can, be the one that is pro-nature and pro-human.
Or, in other words, it represents a model that is geared to two top
priorities—environment and humankind. The social compulsion
of this model is stable peace through the just resolution of all the
outstanding conflicts. Its political requirement is the peoples’
empowerment and the corresponding dilution of the party-
centralised political power.

The economic necessity is sustainable, equitable, productive
(or profitable), democratic, and transparent economic growth.
The cultural need is a realistic thinking and behaviour.
Ideologically, it should uphold scientific realism.

Obviously, the development model of a global system can be
the one that is pro-nature and pro-human, characterised by two
top priorities (i.e., environment and humankind) and 5 principles
(i.e., environmental sustainability, democracy, productivity, equity
or social justice and transparency).
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Programme Of the Kheti Bari
And Kisan Vikas Front, Punjab

CHAPTER ONE

. Name

The name of the organisation shall be Kheti Bari And Kisan
Vikas Front, Punjab (hereafter, the Front). It is the mass
organisation of all those who are directly linked to the process of
agricultural production.

The, Khet Mazdoors (agricultural labourers), having many
specific concerns of their own, may organise themselves
separately.

By the concept of agriculture is generally implied both a
science as well as industry. As a science, it signifies a theory that
brings forth the practical knowledge of raising different types of
crops from the soil. As an industry, it indicates an economic
system of production that manages the growing of various
agricultural products for the use of society and develops all such
socio-economic pursuits concerned with cultivation.

Agriculture has been a very important component of the Indian
economy. This is because more then 65% of the Indian
population is involved in agricultural activities; the largest part of
India’s workforce is engaged in this sector; and it provides nearly
30% of India’s national income. Eighty percent of India’s land
consists of small holdings in contrast to 3 or 4% of population in
the developed countries with huge land-holdings.

Il. Aim Of The Front

Given its adherence to a pro-nature and pro-human
agriculture, the Front firmly upholds a 2-sided objective. That is,
to determinedly uphold and work for the economic welfare,
cultural upliftment and political empowerment of all those who
are directly linked to agriculture, on the one hand, and to

296| CotLLeCTED WORKS OF R.P. SARAE, VOL. 11

resolutely stand for and indulge in the promotion of agriculture by
systematically organising it on the basis of five-fold principles,
i.e., sustainability, productivity, equity, democracy and
transparency.

CHAPTER TWO

lll. Present Situation Of Punjab Agriculture

Today the state of affairs in Punjab agriculture is highly
alarming. Despite its leading and exemplary role in India’s
food production, Punjab agriculture today is confronted with
serious difficulties.

Its productivity of rice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, maize, etc., is
declining. lts environmental factors of production, soil, water,
forests, bio-diversity, etc., are getting overstrained. lts rural
economy is becoming more and more inequitable. There in no
scope for expansion of the area under cultivation. Most of the
crop-land has come under plough. The cropping intensity has
risen to a very high level. The consumption of the major agricultural
inputs is much above the national level—165 kg per hectare.

In view of the growing population, the fragmentation of land-
holdings has made agriculture uneconomic for the marginal and
small farmers. The increase in the price of inputs and labour
wages has pushed the cost of production up. Data available from
1975-76 to 1996-97 shows that the cost of cultivation of wheat
is up 6 times, cotton 7 times and paddy as much as 10 times
(Tribune, 06.08.1998, P-9). The growing cost of farming has led
to increased indebtedness among the agricultural community.
The total agricultural debt calculated for Punjab stands at Rs
8,200 crore. The annual interest burden of debt has been worked
out at Rs 1,103 crore, i.e., about 11%, the net value of crop
production. The developing unviability of the Punjab agriculture
has resulted in a number of farmer suicides. Very soon (i.e., after
the lifting of quantitative restrictions by New Delhi under the WTO
agreement to which the former is a signatory), it is going to face
a serious challenge in the realm of price and quality from the
world market.

IV. Main Reason Behind The Crisis
In Punjab Agriculture

The main reason underlying the Punjab agricultural crisis lies
in its exclusively productivity or profit-driven agriculture which is
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only one of the five essential components of a pro-nature and
pro-human agricultural development model.

V. A Realistic Option For Punjab Agriculture

From the foregoing account, it logically follows that the way
out for Punjab agriculture lies in following the pro-nature and pro-
human agricultural development model by promoting the 3-fold
interests of the Punjab agricultural community, on the one hand,
and the 5-fold basis of Punjab agriculture, on the other.

(A) For Promoting The 3-Fold Interests Of
The Punjab Agricultural Community

(1) Peasants Economic Welfare

To work for peasants welfare implies the taking of all those
steps which could bring prosperity and happiness to all
agriculturists. These are: to secure remunerative prices for all
agricultural products; to provide the needed credit to the
peasants on easy terms; to start an effective crop insurance
scheme; to promote an integrated technology with regard to the
management of all inputs—seeds, fertilisers, insecticides, water,
etc.; to set up a block-wise special information service which will
provide regular, timely and proper information to the
agriculturists in each village about the appropriate use of new
technologies and the latest trend of prices of important
agricultural products in the famous markets of Punjab, India and
the world; to redress rural unemployment, poverty and
houselessness by the starting of agro-industry and cottage
industry; to attend to the problems of marginal farmers,
agricultural labour, bonded-labour and rural beggars; to cancel
all debts of agricultural workers and small and middle kisans
(having a unit of less than 7 acres); to abolish the Arhtiya system;
to solve all peasant problems relating to the market and finance;
to provide relief to the families of suicide victims and sufferers of
natural calamities, crop failures and crop diversification; to
prepare a flood control programme for the flood-prone, water-
logged and drought-affected areas; etc.

(2) Peasants’ Cultural Upliftment

To work for peasants cultural upliftment implies the taking of
all those steps which could make the prevalent ideas and
customs in the rural areas more humane and rational. These are:
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to uphold the principle of the brotherhood of mankind and
oppose all caste, communal and racial discrimination; to follow
gender equality; to give equal status to female and male children;
to pay respect to the elderly and special care to the children; to
avoid all social evils, like drinking, gambling, drug-taking,
smoking, sati, infanticide, etc.; to protect environment and
undertake planting of trees at all empty places; to develop
educational institutions and activities; and to give special
attention to health-care and rural sanitation; etc.

(3) Peoples’ Political Empowerment

To work for the peoples’ political empowerment implies the
taking of all those steps which could raise peoples political
awareness and ensure their maximum possible involvement in the
political decision making process. These are: to inform the people
about the basic principles of democracy and stress the need of
upholding these principles at all places and times; to awaken the
people about the danger of money-cum-power based politics by
presenting its negative role in the day-to-day performance of their
panchayats, practical deeds of MLAs and MPs and government’s
agricultural and other policies; to tell the people what fundamental
rights the constitution promises and what they actually get; to
defend human rights and oppose every violation of these rights;
to oppose corruption, favouritism, criminalisation, communalism,
cheating, fraud, lawlessness, violence, etc.; to mobilise peasants
to take appropriate political decisions during the electoral process
in accordance with the aim and principles of the Front; to demand
special status for Punjab enabling this state to make its
agriculture globally competitive; etc.

(B) For Promoting The 5-Fold Basis
Of Punjab Agriculture

(1) Principle Of Environmental Sustainability

To work for organising agriculture on an environmentally
sustainable basis implies the taking of all those steps which could
lead to the restoration of a balanced relation between environment
and humankind by regenerating the present degraded
environmental resources, such as, land, water and forests, and
then conserving these resources in order to continue the said
balance. These are: to stop the over-stressing of land and the over-
using of water (an effect, according to experts, of paddy-wheat
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rotation cropping pattern) by adopting the method of
diversification of crops. At least, 30% of the area is now under
paddy-wheat cropping. Other profitable alternative crops, like
fruits, vegetables, etc., should replace rotational cropping; to
substitute 1/3rd of the inorganic inputs by the organic (green or
farmyard) ones or by bio-fertilizers; to develop agro-forestry, i.e.,
growing crops in combination with trees—ensuring both short as
well as long-term returns and benefiting soil with moisture; to
increase forest cover, plant trees in every vacant space and make
grey areas green; to launch state-wide or district-level projects for
the reclamation of waste and degraded land; to develop scientific
conjunctive-use systems in the use of water, involving river, rain,
ground and sewage water and to initiate sustainable integrated
development strategies at the micro-level of watersheds; to initiate
integrated measures for the conservation of top-soil, water, forests
and other natural resources; to improve environmental protection
water conservation, bio-diversity, etc.; to adopt land, water, forests
and other natural resources use-policies as one of the principal
goals of the grassroot level organisations and the people in the
rural areas; to liquidate all past loans of peasants owning 7 acres
of land (including the landless), whether related to Arhtiyas,
cooperative banks or commercial banks;

To integrate and pursue in every block a sustained land-use
system based on the following points:

(a) Sustainable intensification: prime lands can be subjected to
intensive farming only if the health of the soil permits or if proper
attention is paid to all soil’s health.

(b) Restoration areas: degraded lands be restored to good
health through appropriate wasteland development schemes.

(c) Conservation areas: forest and other areas rich in bio-
diversity should be maintained for their pristine purity.

(2) Principle Of Productivity

To work for organising agriculture on a productive basis implies
the taking of all those steps which could bring a continuous
growth in the rate of production and improvement in the quality of
product. These are: to put the thrust on the creation and use of
new sustainable technologies and inputs and spread and
disseminate their knowledge in rural areas, particularly in the
backward ones; to further promote integrated technology with
regard to water, pest and nutrient managements for stepping up
production, increasing efficiency and decreasing the production
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wastes; to bring forth new technologies which help bringing
productivity growth to coarse grains, pulses and seeds; to
increase overall and crop-wise productivity of per unit of land,
water and livestock through an effective resource and input use;
to accelerate total factor productivity while conserving natural
resources; to increase productivity through a better management
of the agricultural process. For instance, a lot of value be added
to state’s annual agricultural income by stopping the post-harvest
losses to fruits and vegetables by providing transport, cold-
storage, market and processing units; to ensure a stable
agricultural pricing policy for all main crops of the state; to enact
an effective state-wide crop insurance scheme that is based on
accurate estimates of risk for each crop. If the premiums are high,
the small and middle farmers will not be able to afford them. To
restructure the rural credit system enabling the flow of credit to
agriculture and agro-industry and especially to the small and
marginal farmers. In this regard, the centre should ask the banks
and other lending agencies for increasing the supply of credit and
investment in agriculture to 30% of their total credit and
investment. To accord priority to investment and other assistance
to agriculture by Punjab government; to provide adequate funds
for developing infrastructure by improving transport network and
upgrading storage (including cold storage) and handling facilities
for food-grains, fruits and vegetables within a prescribed time to
minimise post-harvest losses; to give industry status to
agriculture; to complete the pending work of land reforms.

To develop agro-processing industries (big, medium and
small) for value-addition to agricultural produce in and around
villages. This is the most crucial matter for adopting the method
of production of diverse crops in place of paddy-wheat rotational
pattern in Punjab agriculture, the restoration and further
development of Punjab agriculture and also for building a
balanced and viable economy of Punjab. Punjab, with its food-
grains surplus, is quite fit for food-processing industries of
various types. It is also suited for growing most of the
horticultural crops which, apart from their raw value, can be
processed into various varieties of juices. This involves the
creation of an adequate infrastructure for export of processed
foodstuffs and fruit juices, including the availability of adequate
power, setting up of cold-storages, starting of processing
facilities, like packaging, canning and bottling, freezing and
dehydration to attain value-addition for the food articles as well
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as fruits. Fresh vegetables and fruits can be supplied even in
various parts of the country, provided there is satisfactory
arrangement of transport. They can also be sent to Europe
through chartered flights. All this requires the dissemination of
timely and proper information among the farmers. They would
have to be informed about the prices of various types of fruits
and vegetables prevailing in different markets in the country to
enable them to choose the right selling point. Likewise, they
would have to be supplied with the information about the prices
of various outside markets in Europe through fax or phone. Here,
the state government is required to play the desired role.

(3) Principle Of Equity

To work for organising agriculture on an equitable basis
implies the taking of all those steps which could ensure a fair
and reasonable treatment to everyone. These are: to develop
agriculture on a productive, sustainable, equitable, democratic
and transparent basis. Here, the most important task is to
develop the rural human resources. Because, it is the people
involved in agriculture, and they alone, who, by using natural
resources and inputs of agricultural production, carry its
process forward. Once the people involved in any process are
awakened and motivated, any possible task can be realised. To
develop the rural human resources, it is necessary to fulfil the
following tasks.

A major constraint on agricultural equity and also productivity in
Punjab is the continuously diminishing size of the land-holdings.
This makes them incapable of producing an income to meet the
average needs of an ordinary family, thus turning them non-viable.

At present, the total number of such holdings (with an area less
than 4 acres) in the state is about 2/3rd of the total land-holdings.
That is, 2/3rd of farmers in the state are marginal and small
farmers, living on subsistence level. If agricultural workers (mostly
living below the poverty line) are added to them, they all make up
over 80% of the rural population in Punjab. Those owning
between 5 and 7 acres of land fall under the middle category.

Given the above-stated 5 principle-based development
model, it is necessary to remove this constraint in a way that, on
the one hand, makes our land-holdings viable units (capable of
using all modern means of production), and, on the other,
safeguards the interests of the marginal and small farmers. This
should, in our view, be achieved by preparing the marginal and
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small and middle farmers in different regions to restructure their
unviable units into three broad types of agrarian sub-structures.

(a) Private farms, with the productive capacity of 10 acres of
irrigated, 2-crop land, varying according to the quality of land in
different areas, may be formed by farmers having lands adjacent
to one another; or even by one small or marginal farmer having
his 10 acre unit formed by securing the land on contract or lease
basis from the neighbouring small and marginal farmers. Such
farms be given special farm subsidies on inputs used and
investments made and low interest loans against mortgage of
land as collateral. These units should be knitted into genuine
marketing cooperatives to reduce their marketing costs and
increase marketing gains.

(b) Cooperative farms, with the productive capacity of 100
acres of irrigated, 2-crop land, varying according to the quality of
land in different areas may be formed by small and marginal
farmers with adjoining lands. Such farms should engage
themselves both in the farming as well as marketing operations.
It should be legally laid down that no farmer with a unit larger
than 7-acre size would be allowed to become its member for
enjoying institutional benefits. Experience shows that rich
farmers often become dominant in these bodies and exploit them
for their own advantage. The labour for working on the
cooperative farms will mainly be provided by members on hired
basis. Outside labour will be employed only in special cases.
Cooperative farming should be based on a new law which makes
it a people-based movement and totally stops all sorts of
bureaucratic interference.

(c) Contract cultivation should be promoted by the central and
the state governments. By contract cultivation is meant
cultivation of a specific crop by the small and marginal farmers
under a contract with an industrialist (who needs a given raw
material for his industry) or an exporter (who wants special
quality agricultural commodities for exports) or an agro-industrial
unit working in their vicinity (requiring particular agricultural
products for processing). This arrangement, on the one hand,
ensures the ownership and the control of small and marginal
farmers over their lands, and, on the other, enables them to
become nearly viable.

The underlying idea of contract cultivation is the integration of
the factors of laboratory, factory, land and market. The objective
is to arrange production of a given product in adequate
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quantities. Farmers are identified in compact blocks, assigned
contracts for areas and quantities at an agreed price and served
for crucial inputs, like seed or nursery. The contract cultivation
suits most to the cooperative farms and the 10 acre-irrigated
farmers, formed by the small and marginal farmers. The contract
cultivation can be operational in all crops, including medicinal
plants, bio-diversity, agro-forestry and conservation. There are
many areas where private and public sector industry can develop
it. Already, sugarcane and tobacco industries in India are
engaged in contract cultivation. China, Thailand and many other
countries have developed industry-agriculture linkages in many
of their regions. New Delhi should also try to learn from this
experience and avail of it according to our own conditions.

(d) As regards the rich farm holdings, their owners should
be allowed to continue with their farming operations in the
usual manner.

(e) As regards the agricultural workers, their miserable
conditions demand the taking of certain ameliorative measures
to improve their lot. These are: fixation of a minimum wage and
its strict implementation; resettlement of those landless who had
earlier got lands under land reforms, like Bhoodan, Gramdan,
etc., but not settled yet; vacant lands not earmarked far any
public purpose should be allotted to the remaining landless who
should be organised into cooperative farm groups; social
security of drinking water, education and health services;
implementation of a rural house site-cum-house construction
scheme; each agricultural worker to be insured far Rs 50,000
with equal contribution from the concerned state and the centre;
old age pension scheme far agricultural workers; etc.

The restructuring of the agrarian structure on the above lines
will make the agricultural process more productive and equitable.

(4) Principle Of Democracy

To work for organising agriculture on a democratic basis
implies the taking of all those steps which could bring about a
system of agricultural management operated by and for the
people. These are: to improve the quality of education, health
services and infrastructure in rural areas; to develop the
knowledge and skill of the rural masses; to better the living
conditions of the agricultural workers and the marginal farmers;
to provide subsidised inputs and cheap credit to the small
farmers; to ensure a stable price policy, free national market,
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long-term credit, expert facilities, etc., to the middle and rich
farmers; to authorise the village elected committees to supervise
the proper utilisation of funds earmarked and spent on their
village development under various schemes—IRDP, Jawahar
Rozgar Yojana, Indira Awas Yojana, etc.; to fully democratise the
cooperative movement by amending its bureaucratic law and
changing the department’s bureaucratic policy; to make women
co-owners of their husbands belongings, including land, and give
them 50% reservation in all elective bodies; to make every
panchayat (i.e., all of its members) accountable to all of its village
constituents by making the farmer liable to present his six
monthly record before the electors general meeting far the
latter’s discussion and remarks.

(5) Principle Of Transparency

To work for organising agriculture on a democratic basis
implies the taking of all those steps which could establish an
agricultural system that is easily understandable, has no secrecy
and open to inspection by everyone at any place and time. These
are: to make all agriculture related departments and their officials
accountable to the peasants, particularly in regard to providing
information, and to entitle Kisans to get any information
concerning agriculture related departments.

CHAPTER THREE

VI. Front’s Approach Towards
Other Agriculture Related Issues

As regards other agriculture related issues, the following
matters need particular attention.

(A) Perspective, Agenda And Priorities
Of WTO, IMF And World Bank

The first issue is the front’s approach towards the international
trade and financial institutions (i.e., WTO, IMF and WB).

The WTO is an organisation for regulating world trade. It works
on the basis of the principle of one country-one vote.

It upholds multilateralism and consensus and discards
unilateralism, protectionism and monopolisation.

The IMF and the World Bank are international financial
institutions. The IMF gives loans to its member countries for
tiding over their balance of payments difficulties. The World Bank
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is a lending institution which provides loans to its member states
for development projects. Working on the principle of financial
weightage-voting, they are fully controlled by the US and other
developed countries.

The main defect, in our view, of the above institutions is that
their perspectives, agendas and priorities do not conform to the
main concerns of the world’s common people. While these
institutions are oriented to free market economic philosophy,
uphold money making and money makers as the engines of social
growth and (as such) give top priority to wealth generation and
accumulation, the world’s common people want social welfare
and prosperity with betterment in their day-to-day living and
desire an early end to social inequality, poverty, unemployment,
corruption, lawlessness, crime, environmental pollution, etc.
Thus, the main focus of the two agendas (i.e., the agenda of
global institutions and that of the world people) stands apart.

The central point of the money-owners’ development strategy
has been the chief role for the economic growth through profit-
maximisation and a smaller role for human (including manual and
mental labour) welfare, environmental promotion and
infrastructural improvement. Obviously, the free-market
philosophy over-emphasises self-interest based production (of
productivity) of wealth, while giving a secondary position to its
equitable distribution. That is why, the 200 year practice of the
free market philosophy, party led politics, self-interest based
economics and personality centred culture has, contrary to the
claim of its welfare theory (i.e., percolation from the above), gone
on pushing forth the process of the maximisation of wealth, on the
one hand, and the increase in social inequalities (like privilege and
deprivation; rich and poor; 5-stars and beggars; male-domination
and female-subordination; urban and rural; etc.), on the other.

The absolutist protagonists of the state mechanism and the
wholesale opponents of the market technique, i.e., left parties, a
few of the human rights groups and environmental bodies, etc.,
present the above-said institutions as totally negative social
phenomena. Their chief concern has been the removal of
inequality and injustice, with little care for wealth generation.
Without proposing any alternative to the existing 55 year old
global institutions (joined by overwhelming number of countries,
with the rest standing in the queue for joining them), they
demand their total liquidation (without ever pressurising their
respective countries to terminate the membership of these
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institutions). Their only prescription for social justice centred
growth is the national government-led development model which
had since proved tragic in the former Soviet Union and other
states of the erstwhile socialist camp, as well as some other
countries, like India.

Our standpoint, as derived from historical experience, is that
both the afore-mentioned development models—i.e., (i) the free
market philosophy-based development model as now being
upheld by all the developed and the overwhelming number of the
developing countries, and (ii) the government-led development
model as today projected by some leftist groups and their like
who still dream of bringing back the 19th century patterned
communist model—are one-sided. While the former makes the
wealth generation as its lifeline, the latter considers an equitable
distribution of wealth as the be-all and end-all of social life. The
former ignores a fair distribution of social wealth, while the latter
does not care for social wealth generation. Both desperately
centralise political power and shirk peoples direct involvement in
managing social affairs. Today, both have become irrelevant to
the social demands of a global society. Their irrelevancy is, firstly,
obvious from their decades long total disregard of natural
environment—thus creating environmental degradation and
pushing humankind to the brink of a serious danger. Individually,
while the free market philosophy-led development model has
created an intolerable level of poverty and unemployment in the
world (thus leading to the wastage of human capital), the
government-based model has failed to generate even an average
rate of growth to enable its citizens to lead a normal life (thus
resulting in the collapse of its own state and the disintegration of
the social community).

We hold that today the only socially just and viable
development model can be the one that bears a pro-nature and
pro-human character. It stands for two top priorities, i.e.,
environment and humankind. Its social need depends on a stable
peace wherein all social conflicts are resolved through a
dialogue. Its politics is based on the maximum possible
empowerment of the people in decision making and the
corresponding dilution of the party centralised power. Its
economics is concerned with a sustainable, productive,
equitable, democratic and transparent development. Its culture is
embedded in human and environmental values, while its ideology
is guided by scientific realism.
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(B) New Delhi’s Lifting Of QRs

The second issue is the Front’s approach towards New Delhi’s
lifting of quantitative restrictions on certain goods affecting
agriculture. The front is of the opinion that the central
government has, since 1995 (when it agreed to the lifting of QRs
with WTO), failed to prepare the agricultural community, both
mentally and materially, to face a very tough competition in the
global market, particularly coming from the agriculture of the
developed countries. The existing competitive capacity of the
Indian agriculture lags far behind to face such a competition.
Hence the present situation demands that the Indian agriculture
and its allied activities be ensured protection from foreign
competition for 5 years either through negotiating new terms with
the WTO or by imposing necessary high tariff rates on
agricultural imports for which the centre continues to hold
necessary powers. In the meanwhile, Indian agriculture be
prepared to face every type of global agricultural competition.

(C) International Institutions Tilt
Towards Developed Countries

The third issue is with regard to the international institutions tilt
in favour of the developed countries. Here, the main reason rests
with the weaknesses within the group of the developing
countries. Firstly, they follow the same free market philosophy-
based development model (or the corporate-led development
model) as is being upheld by the developed countries. Secondly,
each developing country has its own national priority, i.e., to get
maximum economic concessions from the developed countries
for its own country, without caring for the unity of action among
developing countries on matters relating to agriculture or any
other economic issue. Thirdly, the international institutions tilt in
favour of the developed countries lies in their free market
philosophy-based outlook and policy.

(D) New Delhi’s New Agricultural Policy

The fourth issue is the government’s recently announced
agricultural policy. Its principal feature is the corporatisation of
agriculture. Other points include: to achieve 4% annual growth
rate, introduction of contract farming, price protection to farmers,
launching of national agricultural insurance scheme and
dismantling of restrictions on the movement of agriculture
commodities throughout the country.
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Corporatisation of agriculture implies that the Indian
agriculture would be run by the big business companies, each
controlled by a group of tycoons. In such an undertaking, a
handful of big business companies manage the whole show. In
our case, these companies will either directly purchase the land
or get it on lease. That is why the new agricultural policy includes
contract farming as one of its essentials. The workers will do the
actual farming work. And the middle class will perform the rest of
the job either as an employee, agent of the company or on
commercial basis. Such an agricultural policy has no need for
landless workers or peasants who constitute about 25% of
India’s rural population. That is why there is absolutely no
mention of land reforms in the proposed policy. It has no concern
for marginal and small farmers who constitute about 67%
of India’s rural population. That is why there is nothing
for transforming the marginal and small-scale farming into
viable farming or for bettering the condition of the marginal
and small farmers. Even it does not contain anything for the
middle peasant. The rich peasant only gets the indirect
assurance for price protection which too is actually meant to
benefit the corporations.

Totally relying on the corporate capital, the new agricultural
policy does not even refer to the creating of institutions
(like agricultural market cooperative societies of agricultural
cooperative financial societies), which are necessary for
helping India’s farming community to overcome market and
financial problems.

(E) Genetically Modified Foods

The fifth issue is related to the question of genetically modified
foods. There is no consensus on this matter within the scientific
community. Some experts consider it as a positive development,
while others regard it as harmful to humankind. The WHO has
called upon its member states to carefully assess its advanta-
geous and disadvantageous implications for human health.

(F) Gathering Storm Clouds Over
India’s Farm Sector

Reports from all parts of India show that things are not going
well in the Indian agriculture.

To begin with, the growth rate of food-grains (the main crops
of India) in 1990s has been half of what it was in 1980s. Next, a
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state of stagnation has continued to prevail in this sector since
1991. Then, while 500 million people in India are under-nourished
and many more vulnerable to food insecurity, there has been a
cutback in domestic demand. More, there has been a fall in the
prices of nearly all the agricultural commodities when the cost of
production has gone up. Further, while half of India goes to bed
with a quarter empty stomachs, about 53 million tonnes food-
stocks are rotting in government godowns. Furthermore, the
worsening situation in agriculture and the reduction in the
institutional credit have intensified peasant indebtedness at the
hands of private creditors (informal credit market) who charge
exorbitant rates of interest. The seriousness of the agricultural
debt problem is evident from the rising number of suicides
among the agricultural community, especially the rich and middle
farmers. Though millions of farmers are not taking this extreme
step, yet their position has definitely worsened to the extent that
they have mortgaged their lands and other assets and their
family members are forced to do daily wage labour.

Obviously, the agriculture as an economic activity has become
unproductive. Unless it is pulled out of this crisis, Indian
economy will soon become unsustainable.

(G) India’s Agricultural Crisis—A Product
Of Its Corporate-Led Development Model

India’s agricultural crisis, in general, may be briefly stated as an
outcome of its present industrial corporate-led development
model. This model was designed by the nation-states and grew
during their 200 year rule. It gives top priority to the attainment of
maximum productivity (or the highest profit) which is only one of
the human priorities. It does not address to the two biggest
challenges (created by it) now facing the world, i.e., the worsening
environment (which can lead to the destruction of whole bio-life
on our earth) and the deepening social inequality (which disrupts
the social stability and cohesion in human society).

In particular, India’s agricultural crisis is a product of India’s
inappropriate management. This is evident from the fact that,
while agriculture is a state subject, its (agriculture’s) basic
policies are decided by Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi. Agriculture has
remained under tight central control. Right from farming inputs
(like seeds, fertilisers, insecticides, pesticides, diesel, etc.), the
prices and supplies of which were controlled by the centre, to the
minimum support price and the procurement and storage of the
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produce, it is the centre that decides everything. There is little for
the state government to do. The farming community has no role
in the framing of agricultural policies.

Today the newly-emerged global system, in general, develops
and flourishes only if it updates itself on the basis of the
principles of a socially-needed new development model, i.e., an
environment and human-friendly model which, with its two
priorities (i.e., environment and humankind), works on the basis
of 5 principles (i.e., sustainability, productivity, equity, democracy
and transparency) to promote environment, on the one hand, and
humankind, on the other. Such a model alone can show us the
way to develop a pro-nature and pro-human agriculture.

In particular, the agricultural policy needs to be decided by the
concerned state. Because Indian agriculture today requires a
region-specific planning and not a centralised one in order to
answer both its internal and external challenges.

Hence, given its particular features, Punjab demands a special
status to handle its complicated agricultural problems.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE
KHETI BARI AND
KISAN VIKAS FRONT, PUNJAB

|

(A) Membership of the Kheti Bari And Kisan Vikas Front,
Punjab, is open to any person, irrespective of sex, religion, caste,
language, social views, etc., who is of 16 years of age, accepts
Front’s programme, constitution and policy and pays the
membership fee. Membership is renewed every year. Member
has the right to resign if he so desires at any time.

(B) Members are entitled: (a) to elect Front’s different bodies
and its office-holders and be elected to them, (b) to participate in
discussions to their respective units, (c) to send their
suggestions, complaints, criticisms and appeals to the higher
committees, and (d) to explain their conduct when any charge is
labelled against them.

(C) Members have the duty: (@) to popularise the Front’s
programme and policies, (b) to implement the Front’s
constitution, and (c) to strive for the strengthening of its
organisation.

(D) Any present organisation functioning in any part of
India may affiliate itself to the Front, provided that
organisation accepts the programme, constitution and policy of
the Front.

]

The basic organisational principle of the Front is democracy
which implies full democracy in regard to expression of opinion,
criticism and self-criticism and regular reporting from top
to bottom and bottom to top, on the one hand, and the
observance of the standards of decent behaviour in every
activity, on the other.
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(A) The organisational structure of the Front consists of
5 layers:

(i) State committee elected after every two years by the state
conference, represented by delegates elected at the conference
of various districts and affiliated organisations;

(i) District committees elected after every two years by the
District Conferences with delegates coming from the Block
conferences;

(i) Block committees elected after every two years by the
Block conferences with delegates coming from the Panchayat
conferences;

(iv) Panchayat committees elected after every two years by the
Panchayat conferences with delegates coming from the Village
conferences.

(v) Village committees elected after every two years by the
Village conferences comprising the entire village membership.

(Note: In urban peasant areas, a Ward committee has the
status of a Panchayat committee and the Town committee that of
a Block committee.)

(B) The basis of representation in the State, District, Block,
Panchayat and Village conferences respectively is decided by
the concerned convening committee, while the number of
members of the various committees to be elected at any
conference is fixed by that conference itself.

(C) The office-bearers in any committee include: President,
Vice-President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary and Treasurer. The
number of Vice-Presidents and Assistant Secretaries may vary
according to the opinion of concerned electors; the leading
functionary in any unit is its President, followed by the Secretary.

(D) (i) All units hold their respective meetings regularly. The
duration between two meetings of the State, District, Block,
Panchayat and Village committees is not to exceed 2, 1, 1/2, 1/4
and 1/8 months respectively.

(i) The quorum for a normal meeting of every unit is 2/3rd,
while for an emergency meeting is 1/3rd of the total strength of
the concerned unit.

(i) Matters are generally decided through a rational
discussion, resulting in a consensus. The decision is taken on the
majority basis only when the dissenter insists on voting.

(iv) All the organs of the Front are constituted through
elections. The elections are held by show of hands, voice-vote or
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secret ballot (if so demanded) for each candidate separately. The
candidate getting the majority of votes is considered elected.

(v) The funds of the Front are mainly composed of the
membership fee and donations from members, sympathisers
and other well-wishers. These are divided in an equal ratio
among the 5 organisational tiers, (i.e., 20% for each). For special
campaigns or needs, funds are collected through mass and
individual collections on proper receipt books under the
signatures of the secretary and the treasurer. Every unit of the
Front places an account of its income and expenditure before its
respective conference.

(vi) Violation of the programme, constitution, policy and other
decisions of the Front constitute a breach of discipline which, in
its grave form, may be liable to disciplinary action by the
concerned unit or the higher one. Everyone subjected to
disciplinary action is given the right of defence, and, in case of
conviction, the right to appeal.

(vii) The vacancies, occurring in any committee, are filled
through co-option of members by the concerned committee
subject to the condition that each co-option is supported by
2/3rd of its members and does not exceed 1/5th of its total
membership. A special session of the Front’s State conference
may be called by the State committee on any important question
or on a requisition from 1/3rd of State committee members or
1/3rd of District committees. Any amendment to Front’s
programme and constitution is made by the State conference.
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Situation Of Electric Power Sector

With Particular Reference To Punjahb
Needed An Environment And
Human-Friendly Development Model,
Both Government-Led And Market-Directed
Development Models Have Become Irrelevant

The importance of electric power in our social life hardly needs
any mentioning. Suffice it to say that it has become a compulsory
common resource in almost every human activity and endeavour.
Obviously, such a significant thing needs a continuous appraisal
from time to time.

Looking at the present situation of the electric power sector,
one finds a highly unsatisfactory picture everywhere.

(A) At the global level, while the 20% of the global population
in the developed countries uses 80% of the globally produced
power, the rest 80% of the world people have to pull on only the
remaining 20%. The per capita availability of power in the USA is
about 30 times greater than India.

(B) At the Indian level, there is a huge gap between the
demand and supply of electric power. Supply (97,000 MW) is
much less than demand (1,40,000 MW). There is acute power
shortage in